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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, CAME TO LUXEMBOURG ON FEBRUARY 16 
IN HIS ROLE AS PRESIDENT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
COMECON. THE PURPOSE OF THE TRIP WAS TO MEET WITH GASTON 
THORN IN HIS CAPACITY AS PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 
AND TODISCUSS FUTURE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE EEC AND COMECON. 

MR. WEISS WAS ACCOMPANIED BY EAST GERMAN AMBASSADOR HEINZ 
HOFFMAN, WHO IS RESIDENT IN BRUSSELS. 

2. THE WEISS-THORN MEETING ITSELF WAS BRIEF AND 
DISCUSSIONS WERE LIMITED. IN ESSENCE. WEISS DELIVERED 

A LETTER CONTAINING A PROPOSAL FOR AN ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL/ 
TECHNICAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN "COMECON AND ITS MEMBER STATES 
AND THE EEC AND ITS MEMBER STATES." A DRAFT UMBRELLA AGREEMENT 
WAS ALSO SUBMITTED. THORN ACCEPTED THE COMMUNICATION AND 
DESCRIBED THE PROPOSAL AS GENUINE POLITICAL PROGRESS. 

THE COMECON EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HAS PROPOSED THAT NEGOTIATIONS 
ON THIS AGREEMENT TAKE PLACE IN MOSCOW OR BRUSSELS. 

3. NO DETAILS WERE MADE AVAILABLE. ACCORDING TO A GOL 
SOURCE, COMECON CONSIDERS THE DOCUMENTS SECRET. THE SAME 
SOURCE EXPEDTS THAT EXPECTS THAT PRESIDENT THORN WILL 
PLACE THIS TOPIC ON THE AGENDA FOR THE MARCH 1-2 EC COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS MEETING. SIR CHRISTOPHER SOAMES, VICE PRESIDENT 
OF THE EC COMMISSION. ALSO TOOK PART IN THE DISCUSSIONS. 

4. THE VISIT WAS GIVEN CONSIDERABLE PLAY IN THE PRESS 

AND ON LOCAL TELEVISION NEWS. THE GOL SPOKESMAN COMMENTED 
THAT A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF "WINDOW DRESSING" SEEMED NECESSARY. 
PHILLIPS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, NEGOTIATIONS, ECONOMIC AGREEMENTS, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LUXEMB00182 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760060-0122 
From: LUXEMBOURG 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760240/aaaabioy.tel 

Line Count: 90 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 EC BRUSSELS 1540, 76 MOSCOW 2245 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: morefirh 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 MAR 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <01 JUL 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CEMA-EEC CONTACTS 

TAGS: ETRD, PFOR, LU, EEC, COMECON. (WEISS, GERHARD), (THORN, GASTON), (HOFFMAN, HEINZ) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



